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TRIBAL ASSOCIATION FOR FIFTH SCHEDULE CAMPAIGN

THE ORIGIN OF TAFSC

WITH THE VISION OF “SELF-RULE”

ORIGIN - 1996

TAFSC is a consortium of 35 Yoluntary
Action Groups working among Tribal
Communities in Tamilnadu for their Socio
economic Development, Well-being and
Empowerment with the vision of achieving
Tribal Self Rule as their ultimate. TAFSC
strives to empower Tribals through
awareness & organization (Tribal
Movements) to enable them to critically view
and analyze their socio-econcmic-cultural-
political reality and act upon it to bring
about desirable changes in their life to be
sustainable, self reliant and self governing.

The General background for the TAFSC
toemerge...

For centuries, it is Tribals who have
been the subject and victim of various kinds
of socio economic-political, colonial
invasicns, and were being driven to the
brinks by various forces.

The situaticen is not so much different
even after independence, the legacy of
colonial rule still continues with Forest Act
Governing the Forest, uprooting the tribal
community, depriving their traditional

rights, privileges etc. Despite the
Constitutional Safe-guard of Vth Schedule,
VI Schedule, Protective discrimination and
reservation for the socio-economic-
educational development - the situations
remains same -or have gone from bad to
worse. |t was this perception, that when
Government is indifferent to the problems of
the Tribals, when it destroys their culture
and their eco-environmental System in the
name of develepment - the voluntary groups
-stretched their heads and hands to the
problem ridden communities -of course with
divergent views, each one with their own
perception, programs -starting from
welfare, charity, development - even
religious. - But these approaches have not
even touched the fringe of this problem

The years long experience and our stock
taking of the situation, frequent inter-action
with target groups and fellowship with
Groups and Organisation Working for Tribals -
over a period of time - say ten years
culminated in the formation of TAFSC with
the ultimate aim of striving for SELF-RULE as

constitutional rights, where the whole




The situation is not so much

different even after
independence, the legacy of
colonial rule still continues with
Forest Act Governing the Forest,
uprooting the tribal community,
depriving their traditional rights,
privileges etc. Despite the

Constitutional Safe-guard of Vth

Schedule, VI Schedule,

TAAK Leaders - Rally towards Parliament, Delhi

ORIGIN - 1996

TAFSC is a consortium of 35 Voluntary
Action Groups working among Tribal
Communities in Tamilnadu for their Socio
economic Development, Well-being and
Empowerment with the vision of achieving
Tribal Self Rule as their ultimate. TAFSC
strives to empower Tribals through
(Tribal

Movements) to enable them to critically view

awareness & organization

and analyze their socio-economic-cultural-
political reality and act upon it to bring
about desirable changes in their life to be
sustainable, self reliant and self governing.

The Ceneral background for the TAFSC
toemerge...

For centuries, it is Tribals who have
been the subject and victim of various kinds
of socio economic-political, colonial
invasions, and were being driven to the

brinks by various forces.

Protective discrimination and reservation for
the socio-economic-educational
development - the situations remains same -
or have gone from bad to worse. It was this
perception, that when Government is
indifferent to the problems of the Tribals,
when it destroys their culture and their eco-
environmental System in the name of
development the voluntary groups -
stretched their heads and hands to the
problem ridden communities -of course with
divergent views, each one with their own
perception, programs -starting from
welfare, charity, development - even
religious. - But these approaches have not
even touched the fringe of this problem

The years long experience and our stock
taking of the situation, frequent inter-action
with target groups and fellowship with
Groups and Organisation Working for Tribals -
over a period of time - say ten years

culminated in the formation of TAFSC with




the ultimate aim of striving for SELF-RULE as
constitutional rights, where the whole
problems and its causes have been hanging
upon, Besides welfare, development
programs -Tribals were also to be facilitated
tostrive for their rights, basic amenities, and
protection of their resources as well on
restoring their alienated lahds, resources,
culture and lively hood. Around these issues
Tribals have been organized as Village groups
and as Taluk District - Regional and State
level tribal movements by different
organizations with different perceptions and
priorities -such as Community Certificate,
basic amenities, on land alienation, Tribal
identity and also Tribals of different
Ethnicity, started getting organized on
problems common to them on ethnic basis
viz. lrular , Kurumba, Malai Kuravas, Nari
Kuravas, Kattu Naickers, Kanees etc. etc.
and son on. Tribals in the darkness of

State level right from Block to State level,
rallying on issues both on local and at State
level

THE SPECIFIC CONTEXT FOR TAFSC

it was the Bhuria Committee
Recommendations for Tribal Self Rule.
Tribals upraising, struggles, violent,
turbulent situation all over India, especially
in North East and Central Part of India
provided the background situation - for
Tribal Self Rule as ultimate. It was
implemented in North East Central Part of
India, But not in Tamilnadu, despite having
Tribal Area. It is self-Rule that would
determine the Tribals self reliance

A broader and deeper understanding of
the New Panchayat Extension Act 1996
formed the backgreund for number of NGOs

coming together under the Banner TAFSC,

Rally in Gudalur District

ignorance and in remote

forest and hilly
environments started
coming out of their way to
demand justice -Credit
Goes to Voluntary,
Chartable, Development
and Action Groups -First of
its kind in Tribal History -
getting together at Seminar,
Workshop, Conferences at
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initiated and pioneered by VRDF, one of the
leading organizations among Tribals and in
building People’s Movement both among
Tribals and Mon- Tribals, especially
oppressed and exploited.

Attempts to Scrap V Schedule favoring
business corporates: Of late, there has been
a drastic change in the political mindset.
The central and several state governments are
persistently attempting to bring amendments to
scrap the Fifth Schedule of Constitution as most
of the mining activities are taking place in the
scheduled areas. The Fifth Schedule s one
among the important out-standing provisions in
the Indian Constitution made to protect basic
livelihood source. |.e. land belonging to Adivasis
living fin the Scheduled Areas - the immediate
threat of amending this provision of the
Constitution and reverting it is to the effect of

transfer of Adivasis lands to non-tribal and

Corporates. This move has serious implications
to the &0 million Adivasis in the country, their
verysurvivaland  their culture.

The Government has licensed Mining
Corporates in Scheduled Area s an illegal act
and in violation of Indian Constitution ¥
schedule Article 244 (1). Where as law
prohibits transfer of land or immovable property
from Adivasis to non-Adivasis.

Mew Agriculture Policy speak of
transferring Forest Land to the private business
corporate for plantations and horticulture
development to the detriment of Tribal
communities and their eco system
Democratic Set Up and process of TAFSC

TAFSC is a democratic structure and has
different committees with different roles and
responsibilities. Mr. A. Renganathan is the
founder of TAFSC and its Convener.

EMERGING TRIBAL MOVEMENTS IN
TAMILNADU -(TAAk)

Hunger Strike in Cuddalore




Tamilnadu Tribal struggles towards
Land Rights and Forest Rights Act - 2006

By TAFSC - TAAK - VRDP

Background

The tribal communities were hunters
and forest produce gatherers by tradition.
They were living in unity with nature and
their needs were entirely fulfilled by the
forest. As they learnt to use implements and
invented fire, they slowly adopted to
agriculture as an additional source of
livelihoed. They became intrinsically united
with the land as they were with the forests
because they got stable food from land.

The invasion by the inland outsiders
into the forests threatened their peaceful
co- existence with the land. The conquest of
forests by the British led to the conflict
between them and the tribal communities.
The foreigners had an eye on the rich
resources of the forests and therefore
enacted forest laws and estranged the tribal

Rally in Salem to ensute livelihood Rights

people from the forests. The right of tribal
people to live in the forests and get their
livelihood from the forest lands was denied
by the new comers. The tribal communities
felt fish out of water without having access
to the forests.

The situation remained the same
even after the British left the country. The
Indian Government adopted the same acts
with regard to the forests and followed the
same treatment with the (tribal
communities. The tribal people were not
considered as valuable as the forests and its
resources. The forest was looked upon as a
commercial value and therefore the tribal
pecple were considered to be a hindrance to
have access to those resources. The Indian
Government passed several legislations to
snatch the indigenous rights of the tribal
communities and they were distanced from

the forest and the forest land in

the independent India. There
were agitations from the tribal
communities here and there
against such moves but they
[ could not withstand the
| pressures of the government
very much. The adivasis whe
continued to collect the minor
forest prnducts from the forest
were booked under theft cases
and punished.




Nevertheless there were |
also rays of hope for the tribal ||
communities now and then in |
the history of India. In the year |
1990, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests of the
Union Government of India,
passed an Order (G.0. No. 13- ||
1/90- E.P.(1) dated 18.09.1990) ||
decreeing that no one who was | §
living in and had encroached |

I

forest land before 24.10.1980
should be evicted from the place of his
livelihood. This was a great relief to the
adivasi and forest dependent communities
across the country. But alas, this Order was
not respected even by the same ministry
and no land was allotted to any adivasi in
India except scme patches of land allotted
in Orissa. No other state anywhere in India
recognized this G.O.

Hard destiny struck the tribal again.
In the year 1995, Mr. T.N. Godavarman

Chennai - Hunger Strike for 5 Acre Land and
to implement 5th Schedule in Tamilnadu

Election Manifeste Submitted to PMK Party - May'06

Thirumalpad filed a writ petition in the
supreme court of India to evict forest
encroachers in India and thus protect the
forest land. But the Supreme Court of India
ordered the Indian Government to
constitute a Central Empowerment
Committee to look into this issue and evict
all encroachers across the Country.

The Indian Government and its
Department took the order so
seriously that they attempted to evict even
the Adivasi communities whose native land

Forest

- ﬂ&}hﬂmmm;mmﬁ g :

—— and primary source of

s | livelihood was Forest.

| This insensitive attempt of the
| Indian Government only

55 | triggered the anger of 10

e s
-
3 |

§ - | million adivasis in India and led
| to the land struggle of adivasis
| throughout the country after
& | 2002 with such determination
| and force.




Seminar in WSF, Mumbai
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Land Claim Struggle in Tamil Nadu.
A Chronicle of Events carried out by TAAK and TAFSC

e In Tamil Nadu the forest department

claimed that 18600 hectares (45942
acres) of forest had been encroached.
They started serving eviction notices to
30000 adivasi families in Tamil Nadu
especially in Kodaikanal, Kolli Hills,
Thadikarankonam in Kanyakumari
district etc.

e The tribal people began to realize the

need to get united and fight against the
move of the forest department. They
joined hands under the umbrella
organization of TAAK and began to resist
the move of the forest department in
their respective areas.

e The adivasis of Kollimalai staged a cne

day agitation in Kalappanaicken

Stape Demonstration in Front of Salem
Collectorate to give Land for all Tribal

paalayam and the adivasis of
Kanyakumari district in
Thadikarankonam. Against eviction of
tribal in their home land by forest
department in the name of Supreme
Court order. So TAFSC send MOEF 90
circular to all the DFO f Tamilnadu to not
evict the tribal accorgding to the GOs.

In the same year the government of Tamil
Nadu decided to allot the wastelands to
corporate / companies on lease. This
move also was against the welfare of the
tribal communities as large number of
adivasis depended on the waste lands for
their livelihood in the hill regions.

e On 2nd Februray 2002, a resolution was

passed at the Elected Panchayat Tribal
Leaders’ Conference held at Salem that
tribal land should'be prohibited from

buying and selling. The
conference also urged the
government of Tamil Nadu
to lift the ban on giving
patta in the hilly region and
give patta only to adivasis
. living in hilly areas.

I TAAK organized district
" level agitations in front of
the District Collector’s
office in each district in the




month of August 2002. It l,l B
placed two demands to the Ef

district administration; 1. |f
Not to evict the tribal |

families from enjoying |
||

waste lands 2. To ban !i:_d
anyone buying and selling ff-" i
the tribal's land. !

In continuation of the |
|
district level agitation, |

-~

TAAK organized a mass

agitation in the state Capital Chennai on
21st April 2003 to demand withdrawal of
waste land development scheme to be
taken up by the companies. Instead the
1000s of adivasis who took part in the
agitation in Chepauk, Chennai
demanded that the waste lands should
be allotted to them for their as well as
the land's development. A memorandum
was submitted to the Chief Secretary to
the Government of Tamil Nadu by the
TAAK leaders and the then Opposition
Leader of state assembly Mr. So.
Balakrishnan.

e Another important development in the

same year was a conference on the
Livelihood of Adivasis organized at Salem
on 4th May 2002. The conference
strongly demanded that no adivasi
should be evicted from their land and
that the lands taken away from adivasis
methods should be

immediately returned to them without

by fraudulent

Fasting - Chennai

any condition or cost. A grand Adivasi
Cultural Festival with more than 3000
tribal and general public were organized
in same day evening with 27 ethnic tribal
groups to give solidarity and to release
there own strengthen to ensure their
rights.

Again the adivasis of Kolli Hills were
threatened to be evicted by the forest
department. A powerful agitation was
organized by TAAK at Namakkal on 17th
June 2003 to oppose this move. The
District collector and DFO assure to
people the eviction will be stopped.
Once again district level agitation was
organized in the head quarters of all
districts on August 1, 2003 to press upon
the same demands and 1000 of tribal
participated.

e As a follow up of the previous activities,

a memorandum was submitted in person
to Mr. Mani Shankar Aiyar, the then

-
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level conference of adivasis
organized by Tribal
Association for Fifth
Schedule Campaign (TAFSC)
on the Livelihood Rights of
Tribal communities
highlighted the demand to
pass the Forest Rights Bill
2005 in the Parliament.
Traditional way of

Protest in CHennai

Panchayati Raj Minister of the Union
Government of Indiz on 12th March 2005
to pressurize the government to submit
the forest bill 2005 in the floor of both
houses and take it for voting.

e Subsequently the women and tribal
associations jointly carried out an
impressive rally and demenstration in
Salem on the 30th May 2005 to stop all
attempts of the government to evict the
tribal people from their place of origin.

e On Aug 2005 Environmental groups-CPR
foundation oppose tribal through media
bill that the tribal will sell the land and
forest land will be sold. TAFSC strongly
campaigned through media that lands
given under this FRA 06 have no provision
to sell the land. So the FRA 206 should be
implemented. So TAFSC wrote a clear
Memorandum and send to Prime Minister
toimplement the FRA 2006.

e Likewise on 20th August 2005 a grand

expression, songs and
dance their joy and sorrows were shared
to more than 2000 tribal of Tamilnadu
through Adivasi Kalivizha with 24 ethnic
groups.
In the month of November of the same
year the district level demonstration was
held in every district in demand of the
passing of the Forest Rights Bill 2005 in
the forthcoming parliament session.
On 11th of November 2005, a
memorandum was submitted to all the
Members of Parliament of both houses to
vote for the forest bill to be passed in the
parliament.

e Again a memorandum of request was

submitted to all the Members of
Parliament on 15th July by TAFSC and
TNEC jointly to move the forest bill
during the on going sessions in July 2006
and cast their vote in favour of it. On July
the 10th the same year TAAK carried out
district level agitations in Tamil Nadu.

e [Election Manifesto for State Assembly

12




has been released to demand land right
for tribal and it submitted to all Political
parties.

27th Nov 2007 district level agitation
conducted in 10 district of Tamilnadu to
pass the forest right bill with more total
7400 population.

TAFSC and TAAK leaders participated in
the National Level Rally held in New
Delhi on 29th November-2006 in demand
of passing the Forest Rights Bill in
Parliament.

The Forest Act was passed in the
Parliament in December 2006,

TAFSC translated the Forest Rights Act of
2006 in Tamil and printed 1000 copies
and circulated to all collaborating
organizations and tribal associations.

A 10 day state level awareness
programme was carried out from 10th to
20th March 2007 in 1700 villages in 17
districts of Tamil Nadu with the help of
1000 tribal leaders.

One day training was conducted for the
Elected Tribal Panchayat Leaders on the
Forest Rights Act of 2006 on 14th June
2007 at Salem and decided to form
Adivasi Panchayath President Federation
to give pressure to implement FRA Act
06.

On the 18th June 2007 a demonstration
and agitation was staged in front of the
District Collector’s Office in each district
to demand implementaticn of the FRA
2006. More than 10,000 tribal people and

their supporters took part in the
agitation all over Tamil Nadu.

e On July 07, a writ petition was filed in

the High Court; Madurai Bench
challenging the eviction notice issued by
the forest department to tribal
communities in Kodaikanal hills, the

court recrganized tribal forest rights.

e A State level conference and rally of

Adivasis was conducted on 3rd August
2007 in Kotagiri where a resolution was
passed to take stringent action on the
forest officials who tried to evict the
tribals from their habitation. Cultural
festival with 18 ethnic group performed
their traditional folk and dance.

In the same way on 20th August 2007
TAFSC submitted a petition to the CM of
Tamil Nadu to allot the lease lands
cultivated by the tribal people to them
and to allot legal entitlement to lands
cultivated in the hilly areas. On the same
date another petition was submitted to
the Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests not to evict tribal communities
from Forests

In the menth of September 2007 another
memorandum was submitted to the
Chief Nadu to
implement the provision of the FRA 2006

Minister of Tamil

expeditiously.

e Oct407, Against the forest department's

attempt to evict the tribal and non tribal
pecple of Suriyur in Salem District,

TAFSC formed a committee called

13




Suriyvur Action Committee and
conducted several demonstration and
agitation to pressurize the forest
department to give up their move to
evict the rightful people from their place
of origin.

TAAK also did a commendable thing to
highlight the Suriyur issue in the national
scenario. It submitted a petition to the
National Tribal Commission which
responded positively to the petition and
sent its Member to personally inquire
into the eviction issue and suspended the
move.

In February 2008, TAFSC translated the
Governing Rules of the FRA into Tamil
and printed 1000 copies and circulated
to those who were seriously engaged in
getting the land rights for adivasis.
25000 claim petitions were printed and
distributed to tribal cultivating the
forest land and train them to fill petition
and filed to forest Right Committee.

e On 5th March 2008 a petition was sent to

the Prime Minister of India and the CM of
Tamil Nadu to implement the FRA 2006.
On the 15th March, astate level dialogue
between the tribal leaders and the
environmental organization which
opposed the FRA was held. The
environmentalists were illumined on the
safety nets provided in the FRA in
protection of the Environment and Wild
Life.

e 0On 26th TAFSC convener Mr.Renganathan

and MLA Mr.Tamilarasu met Tamilnadu
Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Minister
Honorable Ms.Tamilarasi to vacate the
stay against cutting the trees and
assigning patta to tribal people in hill
and wild life sanctuaries under FRA 2006
in the high court.

On the 27th of March 2008 a state level
agitation was held in front of the
Memorial Hall in Chennai demanding the
Government of Tamil Nadu to intervene
to remove the legal barricades against
the FRA and ensure the implementation
of the FRA at the earliest. 3 MLAs Mr,
A.Tamilarasi (PMK), Dr. Neduchelian
(PMK) and Selvaperunthagai (VC) and
1500 tribal pecple and social activists
participated in the agitation. The MLAs
who participated in the agitation also
echoed the demands at the state
assembly the next day.

The High Court of Chennai took note of
the developments of the state level
agitations and petitions submitted and
relaxed the interim injunction. It
allowed the Tamil Nadu government to
go ahead with the preparation processes
for legal entitlement but exhorted the
TN government to get the prior approval
of the High Court before distributing the
patta.

On 4th May 2008 agitation was taken out
in Valparai against the Forest
Department’s move to evict the tribal
communities there with a compensation

14




of Rs. One Million. A public meeting and
rally were also taken out on the same
day. Opposition polical party leaders n.f
Valparai and TAFSC TAAK leaders
participated in the Rally and meeting.

On 6th May, a rally and public meeting
was conducted in Jawadhu Hills in
Tiruvannamalai district in demand of the
implementation of the FRA in Tamil
Nadu. Nearly 2000 tribal people and 5
panchayat presidents and union
Chairman Mr. Govingaraj were made
awared on FRA2006.

To lobby and advocate to government
regarding the land for tribal in their hills,
RTl act was used to collect data
regarding the land in the hill area given
for lease to private owners and estates.
From Trinelvalli Collectrate we got the
reply as 8373.57 acres were given lease
for 99 years to Bombay Bharma Trading
Corporation for tea cultivation for only
Rs.14,235 per year (Rs.1.69 per acre
/peryear).

In the same area, the forest department
is planning to evict tribal on behalf of
Wild life sanctuaries.

On 26th May, a conference on the FRA
was organized in Sathyamangalam for
the education of tribal people and
leaders of that area by TAFSC partners,
CEED organized the seminar,

e On the occasion of the International Day

of the Indigenous people, the 9th of
August 2008, a Seminar, Rally and

Cultural festival was organized in Salem
where in 2500 adivasis from 24 ethnic
communities participate. A resolution
was passed that the tribal people should
not be evicted in the name of wild life
sanctuaries and national parks and
instead the tribal
implemented in letter and spirit.

act should be

e On the 6th November 2008 a

demonstration was staged in front of the
Collectors office, Salem District,
pressurizing the district administration
to give up its plans of handing over tribal
lands to any private companies for
mining activity especially the Jindal
Company which was on the anvil of
getting the contract.

In 2008 - 09 more than 5000 claim
petitions to get forest lands have been
submitted to the forest rights committee
in various districts in Tamil Nadu.

On 5th January 2009 a massive agitation
was demonstrated in front of the District
Collector’s office, Salem to issue orders
to form panchayat level forest rights
committee and speed up the
implementation of FRA in some districts
of Tamil Nadu wherein no process had
beeninitiated thus far.

¢ TAAK representatives regularly

participated in the meetings of National
Adivasi Alliance and Andholan to
represent the Tamilnadu tribal situation
and ensure their rights to gain solidarity.

e Election manifesto for the parliament
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election of India was released by TAFSC,
TAAK to cemand proper implementation
of FRA 2006. And to cancel the lease
order to big land lords and farms in hill
areas and allot them to tribal, stop
mining in hill are the major resclution
passed.

The Right to Information Act was used to
get update process and action taken on
Forest Right Act 2006 like formation of
forest committees, current process ¢n
claim petitions submitted etc. in all
districts on 19th May 09. TAFSC filled
petition to all District Collectors
regarding this. Out of 17 districts only 8
turned up and gave reply 2 forwarded
letters to concern departments. In these
7 districts particularly in Ooty and
Thirunalveli more forest official were
members against the formation rules in
FR Act. In Trichy, in village level forest
right committees the District forest
officer is the nead which is also against
law. So these are the current issues
TAFSC is on working progress.

In crder to strengthen the tribal
struggles the mapping exercise has been
conducted with NGO staff and tribal
leaders in Athikadauu and Pillur dam of
Western Ghats on 29-30th June 09. 30
NGO staffs and more than 200 tribal from
20 villages of Nelithurai Panchayat,
Velliyankadu Panchayat and Kemmaram

Palayam Panchayat.

e In July all NGOs and people leaders Of
TAFSC started their Mapping exercise in
their concern villages and it's in process.

Conclusion:

The FRA 2006 is a boon to the tribal
communities in India. But the precious pearl
is kept at a distance and the tribal people
are prevented from owning it by the ill-
willed government system especially the
Forest Department. Any number of struggles
and agitations from the part of the people
and social organizations do not move the
hearts of the rigid system which does not
want to lose its power and glory. Therefore
it is up to the government to seriously
reflect to make its machineries to work the
way the nation has to progress. The tribal
Community which was deprived of its rights
and privileges all along the history should
enjoy some pleasures at least in the 21st
century. We sincerely hope that the
people’s mevements will keep alive the light
it has obtained after long years of struggle.
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Rally to take action to implement Forest Right Act - 2006

Village Level Propaganda on FRA 2006 - Kolli Hills
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Minister
Petrcleum & Natural Gas and
Panchayati Raj
Government of India
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Thank you for your letter of 12 March 2005 containing suggestions on
the draft Scheduled Tribes and Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Bill. I am getting the suggestions examined in the Ministry.

‘{ s el
B s

Yours sincerely,

Shri A. Renganathan __
Convenor : { =
Tribal Associations for Fifth Schedule Campaign (TAFSC)

3/88 AB Upstairs, Opp to SCCB Kalyana Mandapam,

New Fairlands,

Salem-636 016.

2010 Treh wed, 7% =110 001 TR : 011-2338 14 62, 2338 66 22 $TW : 011233861 18
201-A Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001 Tele : 011-2338 14 62, 23358 66 22 Fax : 011-2338 61 18
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Vice President J‘).._) -
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December 10, 2005

Dear Shri Renganathan,
Namasthe.

I have received your letter dated November 25, 2005. I have noted
your contents and shall look into the matter.

With best wishes,

Yeurs sincerely,

/ //
(M. Vehkaigh Nara’/

Shri A. Renganathan
tate Convener
Tribal Asscciations for fifth schedule Campaign
3/88 Upstairs
Opp to SCCB Kalyana Mandapam
New Fairlands, Salem - 636 016

1 s Tz, 3¢ RR110 001, TN @ 237825804, 23382234, 23382235 ¥Uw : 23782163

11 Acghok Road. New Delhi-110 001, Phones 23782504, 23382234, 23382235 Fax - 23782163
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| am in receipt of your letter dated 25.11.2005 for
passing the Tribal Bill, 2005 during the current Parliament
Session.

| am glad to inform you that the said Bill is likely to be
introduced soon in Parliament.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

i

(SURESH PACHOURI)
Shri A. REGANATHAN
State Convener
Tribal Associations for Fifth Schedule Campaign
3/88 AB Upstairs
Opp: SCCB Kalyana Mandapam
New Fairlands, Salem 636 016.

102, North Block. New Delhi-110001 Phone ; 2309247573601 Fax : 23092716
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July 26, 2006

T, |1, TEEE
M. V.RAJASEKHARAN

ﬁ-éar Sri Antonysamy Ji,”

Thank you very much for your general letter dated July 15, 2006
addressed to_Members of Parliament with regard to 'Forest Bill 2006" which
“protects sustainable forest life and biodiversity. First of all, | would like to
thank you and your colleagues for having taken the responsibility of
addressing letters to all the Members of Parliament, seeking their support for
the above. | would also like to congratulate you and your colleagues for the
better advocacy which you and your colleagues have launched, highlighting
the importance of this Bill which would go ‘a long way in protecting the
interests of tribalfindigenous people and the protection of forests and our
bicdiversity. :

It is a very important Bill since India has biggest biodiversity rescurces
next to Brazil and | must convey my congratulations to all those friends who
have been building awareness zbout the importance of this Bill.

Please do convey my good wishes to all your colleagues.
With my best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
?\""'-ff' ﬂJé J’Y)—w
(M. V. RAJASEKHARAN)

Sri L. Antenysamy

Convener

Tribal Associations for the Fifth Schedule Campaign (TAFSC)
3/88, AB-Upstairs, New Fairlands

Salem - 630 016 (Tamil Nadu)

21




'5::'!";'%""""“'
Co'mbatore, 3 February 2002

(VRDP), Salam, CEDA trust, Din-
digu!, end Hrorean Rights Advo-
cacy and Resegrch Formdation,
Chennal. '

The workshop also demandad
the implementation of the Pane-
kayath (Extention to schedulad
areas) Act; 1396, and the effect:
ireq;&ofﬂ:amhlm‘hhm
i the Tamil Nadu Ast. .

Some of the major resolutiens
made at the workshop were: res-
ervation H’mﬁhtﬂhﬂ-domi
nated districts, imposition of a
ban on purchasa of lands posses-
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State-level tribal workshop ends

sed by tribels and a separete
board for administering the affa-
irs of the oibal welfare.

Unions with more than 2000
tribal mambers should be brou-
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Management of forest resources '

Plea to restore rights to tribals

Ervarm Nras Serecy

the —haly foroed to leaw
thelr mtural kabint, forety

$e1 In Tazall Mok 2= permis
zica o epleit frest resomor

Salem, May 5 The marapem-
entof Srest weaith of the cou
niry thould e restored & the
cials who were displaced
frem e ferest 22 VTl
peciads in history and & bam
er. ‘g néneraly gnd guar-
tyieg of stones thonld be Lmp-
oted oo Cribal habisaty said W
P Gurassiarss, ponera) secr-
emry, Federaton of Tamt
Nadu Trital Asgocistiors
Fe spoice 11 » semar hedd
a5 part of the Adtvasi Colival
Festtval2oor 3 Salt yearer.

-day. Dr M Durai Bishep, OS5I

Cn.._‘.'n:ﬁ- Diocese, delbve

Enlii Fi.h spoke and A Remg-
amathan VEDP, weleomed
the gatherizg. Dr Rirkard Dev-
addasx, Direcior, CS1 DAL deli-
vered the intoducoey B
tore

. Gumaseyzran said thar with

have become vulnematie o
thefs and £ hay residied In
systermatis eman of forext
wea'th,

The feptt aewd which wan
once estimamd o be around
40 per omt of the country's
pography. 5 now redoced B
§peroent

Ever since the Brithhery
sarwd exploining te forests
for thmber busieess, fw 1D
ik were drbven anay from B
ety

Though several hill l.ru
uhu,mwmr..
s hve beer mitiated
vhisdpligic J'ﬂ-:hl-
trod results,

Scme resolotions possed at
e mmmings incude ban o
einirg and qoarTying = i
bzl kabitzey, ban oo purthes
and sale of land in Adivast
areas, e oasi certificades
1o all the 3 Tial commrih-

cas = ribals

Beiides this, M Covernm
ot thould not dirplace trihaly
Lom thetr habitts In the
rame of eeablishing acsimal
SNCTArs, recrganisation of
foresza Erest secority and
maiemance,

Rescictions were 250 Jis
sed in Greoer of handing over
ikl wnd bringiag Al Adive-
iz In Temf Nafe onder Cw
- Uh Schodole o Chwe ladixn
Constication—— — -

mmﬁm
bty cclnmal peogrammes by
Adtvachs 1= an exhibition of
Chal poods.

The Adives! Coltzral Festi-
val 2002 was corshacted by Vol
untasy Bl Develcpoent
Project, CSI welfare projects
wing and Tamfl Nado Assoct
aticy for Fith Schedels Cam
i

o ]




i e o . . el s . i . il

—_—— R = S meemE &S R

A - w‘ﬂm i m

\\

Toe Hoou
5™ May Qooll

Unite to ﬁght for rights, tribals told

By Our Staff Reporter

SALEM, MAY 4. A strident call was made to all the
tribals to forge unity to assert their rights at a
seminar on “towards right to livelibood™ orga-
nised here on Saturday.

Their fragmented existence should not give
leverage to athers to exploit them, and if they put
up a joint fight, they could get their due share, the
speakers at the seminar said. They said the wrib-
als, who were living in smalt clusters with distinct
cultural and ethnic [dentity in the hiy tracts, had
been displaced and dispersed. This had forced
many a tribal to fall a prey to contractors and
middiemen who had made them bonded labour-
ers in quarries, brick llos, plantations and so on.

The Bishop of Coimbatore region, M. Durai,
said the tibals or adivasis used to harbour un-
founded fears. They feared the officlals, police
and so on.

He called upon them to cultivate self-confi-
dence through unity and hard work. They should
also find means to impart education to their

wards, he added. The State general secretary of
the Tamil Nadu Tribals Association, V.P.Guna-
sekaran, said the census conducted in 1991 and
2001 did not give the exact number of the tribals,
most of whom were living in the hilly regions in
the districts of Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Mad-
urai, Theni, Dindigul, Coimbatore, Salem, Na-
makkal, Dharmapuri and so on. The enumerators
did not bother o trek into the interior areas of
forests, where the tribals were residing. He al-
leged that the interests of the tribals were being
neglected by the politicians because they did not
form solid votebanks.

The State organiser of the Tribal Association
for Fifth Schedule Campaign, A. Ranganathan,
said the tribals had become victims ofs?nn'}dm—
isation. Whenever 2 major dam was constructed,
they were displaced in hordes without any suit-
able alternatives to them.

The director of the CS1 Diconal Minisiry, Ri-
chard Devadas, szid that as all the Scheduled
Caste pegple were commonly known as Dalits, all

.~the tribals should be termed as "adivasis.”
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THE HINDU, Wednesday, April 23, 2003

Adivasis observe fast
By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, APRIL 22. Adivasi leaders and people belonging to
various ethnic tribal groups in Tamil Nadu today observed fast
near the State Guest House, Chepauk, here, in support of their
demands which included a legislation to fulfil the objects of
Schedule V of the Constitution.

The Thamizhaga Adivasi Amaipukalin Kuttamaippu said
there was no legislative protection in the State for restoring
alienated land and prohibition of transfer of land of adivasis.
Some land had been allotted to adivasis as conditional patta
under which land should not be transferred, donated, sold or
mortgaged for 10 years after issuance of patta.

The Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes Commission
recommended that all tribal land alienated since January 26,
1950 be returned to the original adivasi owners.

But this recommendation had been ignored by successive
Governments.
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Special Correspondent
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THE HINDU, Friday, October 1, 2004 3

‘Don’t evict tribals from forests’

By Our Special Correspondent

SALEM, SEPT. 30. Various social,
political and Livelihood fssues
that confront the tribals and
thelr representatives in local
bodies in the State were dis-
cussed at the one-day interac-
tive meeting ‘Issues and
solutions of representatives of
ribal panchayats in Tamil Na-
du' here on Monday.

These tribal representatives
and activists who met under the
banner of the Village Recon-
sttuction and Development
Project (VRDP), urged the State
Government to submit a de-
tailed report to the Union Gov-
emment on the land
regularisation and the issuance
of "pattas’ in tribal areas before
December 2004.

They pointed out that any
further delay would lead to so-
cal unrest in the forests of Ta-
mil Nadu.

Land issues, however, occu-

In one voic

pied the centre stage in the dis-
tugsai]nn. They insisted that no
tribal should be forcefully evic-
ted from forests.

Establishing National Parks
and Wildlife sanctuaries in for-
ests where tmbals’ reside should
be immediately stopped.

The tribal habitztons, they
demanded. should be brought
under the Sth Schedule of the
Consttution

Need for commission

They also exhorted the State
to not discourage the Central
Government from funding di-
rectly the mbal local bodies.
And these mbal panchayats,
they urged. snould be brought
under the Trioal Sub Plan.

The tribal representatives al-
s0 stressed the need for estab-
lishing an exclusive Tribal
Finance Commission in the
State and urged that the right to
collect the miri forest produce
be handed over ro the trjbals in-

stead of forest councils. There
should not be any delay in issc-
ing community certificates

They wanted the State to e:-
tablish an exclusive universin 1o
promote and preserve the lan-
guage and culture of the tribals.

Speaking on the "Draft Na-
tional Policy on Tribals’, Tamii
Nadu Environment Counci!
State Convener, L Anthonyswa-
my, said that the Union Govern-
ment should come forward 1o
accept the 'Delhi declaration” as
tribals’ national policy.

VRDP Director, A Renga-
nathan, spoke on land alien-
ation and related issues. Those
who speke included Chandran
from Kolli Hill Panchayat and
Hajan Kani from Pechiparai
Panchayat.

Salem district panchayat
council chairman, Sivaperumal
inaugurated the seminar in
which about 60 representatives
from various tribal panchavats
in the State took part.

WOMEN POWER: Tribals taking out g rally in Salerr on Monday to stress the need for preservation of
Jorest resources. PHOTO: P. GOUTHAM
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‘Table Tribal Bill in Parliament’
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‘Over 35 per cent of them in the State have been deprived of their land’
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‘Manifesto of the Adivasis’
for Assembly polls released

They are a decisive force in 42 constituencies

S. Dorairaj

CHENNAL Immediate steps to pass
2 legislation banning the sale of
Jand allotted to tribal communi-
ties, reconstitution of the ad-
ministrative jurisdiction of their
villages and an end to their dis-
placement from forests are
among the demands highlighted
in the ‘Manifesto of the Adivasis’
for the Assembly elections.
Prepared by the Salem-based
Adivasi Resource and Research
Centre, it says there are 36 tribes
in the State whose total popula-
tion has been estimated at 15
lakh. The official figure putsit at
6.51 lakh. They live in 42 As-
sembly segments spread over 17
districts. In each of these con-
stituencies, they are considered
to be a decisive force with a min-

! imum of 10,000 votes.

Vote bank
The manifesto laments that

* for years, political parties have

been treating the tribes as their
the fact that

privileges. Scheduled Tribes
(ST) in the State do not have an
autonomous council. Nor do
they enjoy Constitutional privi-

o Scheduled Tribes In State

leges enjoyed by the tribes in
North India.

The number of Assembly con-
stituencies reserved for the S5Ts
in the State has been scaled
down from three to two, owing
to delimitation.

The ST also face problems
such as attemptls to convert the
reserved panchayats into gener-
2] panchayats and non-issuance
of community certificates to the
students in time.

At receiving end

“Though the tribes have
played a key role in preserving
the forests, they are evicted from
forest lands on the ground of im-
plemantine huge projects. Hu-

man rights are violated in the
name of protecting the environ-
ment and sexual assaults have
been let loose on tribal women
in Vaniyarnbadi, Thimmam and
Mettur forests,” says the
manifesto.

Around 36.5 per cent of the
Scheduled Tribes are landless.
Many tribes have small land-
hoidings (between 0.5 acre to 1
acre of dry land). Though many
States have banned the sale of
tribal land to non-tribes, no ef-
fective law has been enacted in
Tamil Nadu.

The manifesto calls for distri-
bution of land, at the rate of five
acres to each person. As village
panchayats with a tribal popula-
tion of SO per cent or more alone
are eligible to draw benefits un-
der the Tribal Sub Plan, only1.88
Jakh tribals have been able to
avail the benefits, the manifesto

SayE. -

It calls for fresh delimitation
measures to merge tribal villages
in a particular area under the
same panchayat. block and dis-
trict. This would pave the way
for inclusion of their areas in the
Fifth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion, thereby ensuring the secu-
rity of their lands.
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pass

Tribals Forest Bill

It was tabled in Parliament during the last session

Special Correspondent

SALEM: Tribals in the State on
Monday staged 3 demonstration
near the Salem Collectorate de-
manding that the Union Govern-
mert pass the Tribals Forest Rill
immediately.

The Adivasis, mostly women,
who ussermbled under the com-
mon banner of the Thamizheps
Adrvasigal haldam, pointed oot
that the tribals had been the cus-
todians of natore for long and
dependsd on the forest produce
for their livelihood.

Bzt Dater the British refime
alienated them from the forent-
Landy and allowed a few lo enjoy
the beoefits of the forests. But
even after Independence. the
alienation of tribals from forest-
slands contiaued

The social injustice that kad
been perpetrated againgt these
indigenous people remained un-
changed

To mecopnise their rights the
Ucion Government atitmpled
to bricg in 3 Bill that engured
themm their rights on lands and
produce.

But a few enviroamentalists
pct 1 spoke by spreading ru-

mours that the Sor and faurs
would be decimated if the tribaly
were given lands.

Hawever, variow tribal &n
of the country fought and sade
the Central governorent to it
2 Bill that ecsured land rights to
iz Parllameat during the last
Lo,

The samme was referred to the
Seldection Committee of Farlis-
rmeabl. which after mobilising the
views from various quarters had
recommended it

Hence the Bill should not be
delayed further and must be
paned wmaninously o Parba-

ment. eged

T‘I:tml;rlﬂuﬂ presided F.
Jeganrathan presided m‘ the
agitation,

UMITED THEY FIGHT: Tribal women staging d
demonzstration demanding their rights on forestiands in
Salem on Mondcy. - PHOTO: P. GOUTHAM
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Forest Dept. pulled up for harassing villagers

|[ R. llangovan
" SALEM: The one-man commit-
| tee of the National Commis-
smn of Scheduled Tribes,
which inquired into the al-
‘leged atrocities on forest
- dwellers of Surivur Pallaka-
toor near here, has con-
demned the Forest
\ Department for personalising
| the issue and showing scant
| regard for the National For-
. est Policies.
i In his report to the Com-
| mission on the forced evic-
! tion of villagers, a copy of
which is available with The
| Hindu. senior member Tser-
| ing Samphel, who conducted
' the inquiry recently, said the
dispute (between villagers
and Forest Department offi-

cials) had to be sorted out at
the earliest as it involved the
livelihood of thousands of

poor people.
Since the affected people
mostly belonged to the

Scheduled Castes and Back-
ward Classes, besides a few
tribes, a joint meeting with
the respective national com-
missions would help to find a
lasting solution to the issue.
The report, split into seven
sections including details of
the troubles the villagers
faced, said the village bore
evidence of having human
habitation dating back to
many years. Mr. Samphel said
he had seen old irrigation
wells and levelled fields that
bore witness to agricultural
activitics being carried out

"
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for years. The villagers, he
said, were traditional forest
dwellers. Officials of the For-
est and Revenue Depart-
ments could not substantiate
their claim that the village
was located in reserve forests.

So, they personalised the
issue, showing scant respect |
to the Scheduled Tribes and
Forest Dwellers (Reccngmtmn
of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.

Nearly 127 families (17 trib-
al, 20 dalits and 90 BC/MBC)
claim that they were forcibly
evicted from their village
where they were living since
the time of their forefathers.

On a petition filed by the
Suriyur Action Committee,
the Commission directed Mr.
Samphel to visit the village
and hold an inquiry.
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| Forest Dept. pulled up for harassing villagers

1
' R. Ilangovan
}

" SALEM: The one-man commit-
tee of the National Commis-
sion of Scheduled Tribes,
which inquired into the al-
leged atrocities on forest
dwellers of Surivur Pallaka-

toor near here, has con-

. demned the Forest

. Department for personalising

the issue and showing scant

regard for the National For-
est Policies.

In his report to the Com-
mission on the forced evic-
tion of villagers, a copy of
which is available with The
Hindu. senior member Tser-
! ing Samphel, who conducted
' the inquiry recently, said the

dispute (between villagers
and Forest Department offi-

cials) had to be sorted out at
the earliest as it involved the
livelthood of thousands of
poor people.

Since the affected people
mostly belonged to the
Scheduled Castes and Back-
ward Classes, besides a few
tribes, a joint meeting with
the respective national com-
missions would help to find a
lasting solution to the issue.

The report, split into seven
sections including details of
the troubles the willagers
faced, said the village bore
evidence of having human
habitation dating back to
many years. Mr. Samphel said
he had seen old irrigation
wells and levelled fields that
bore witness to agricultural
activities being carried out
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for years. The villagers, he
said, were traditional forest
dwellers. Officials of the For-
est and Revenue Depart-

|
‘.
|
|

ments could not substantiate
their claim that the village :

was located in reserve forests.
So, they personalised the
issue, showing scant respect
to the Scheduled Tribes and
Forest Dwellers (Recognition
of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.

Nearly 127 families (17 trib-

al, 20 dalits and 90 BC/MBC)
claim that they were forcibly
evicted from their village
where they were living since
the time of their forefathers.

On a petition filed by the
Suriyur Action Committee,
the Commission directed Mr.
Samphel to visit the village
and hold an inquiry.
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Implementation of Forest
Rights Act sought

2 Ilangovan

‘v

SALEM: The State Government’s

delay in implementing the

Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights)
Act and Rules, 2007 in Tamil
Nadu has prompted a group of
activists to launch an intense
village to village’ campaign
zamong tribals and forest-
dwellers from this week.

As part of their agitation,
they have asked the tribals and
those residing in forest to send
zpplications to authorities
concerned seeking their rights
over forest land on which they
have been living for long. They
have also decided to draw the
attention of people’s represen-
tatives to this issue by launch-
ing an agitation at Chennai on
March 24 when the State As-
sembly will meet to deliberate
on the budget.

The activists blamed the

State Government for not con-
vening special gram sabha
meetings as proposed by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
February 28 to make the sabha
members aware of the provi-
sions of the new Act and the
roles and responsibilities of
Forest Rights Committees
(FRCs).

The Prime Minister has
written to the Chief Ministers
seeking their cooperation to
ensure effective implementa-
tion of the Act, which man-
dates the states to constitute
committees that will ensure
distribution of land rights. The
State and District-Level Mon-
jtoring Committees should be
set up so that the work can be
commenced promptly. It
should be ensured that ade-
quate protection was provided
to critical wildlife habitats, the
Prime Minister had asked.

Union Minister of Pan-
chayati Raj Mani Shankar Ai-

yar, in his letter dated
February 15, 2008, had asked
the states to initiate imple-

mentation of the provisions of |

the new Act.
Mr. Aiyar points out that

Clause 6 (1) of the Act author- |

ises the gram sabhas to initiate
the process for determining
the nature and extent of the
rights of individuals and com-
munity on forest lands.

While many States mclud.lng
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar |
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh |
had started taking up the ini-
tiative, Tamil Nadu was yet to
undertake preliminary steps
for its implementation, said A.

Renganathan, convener, Tribal |
Fifth |

Associations for the
Schedule Campaign.

A Forest official, however, |

said that as the letter from the
Minister had given them very
little time, they were not able

to convene gram sabha meet- |

ings on February 28.
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‘Redraw tribal areas,

activists demand

International Day for Indigenous People observed |

Special Correspondent

SALEM: Tribals and activists
heve come out with “Salem
Declyration” on the Interns-
tionz] Day for Indigenous
Pecple,” which urged the Ta-
mil Nadu government (o re-
draw the tribal aress so that
they could be clubbed togeth-
er under the Fifth Schednle of
the Constitution that ensures
the tribal people’s rights and
zlzo enforce the Scheduled
Tribes and other Forest
Dwellers (Recogrition of
Forest Rights) Act 2006 in
Tamil Nado with immediate
effect

The activists were partici-
pating in a state-level com-
ventioa on tribals to mark the
Interpational Day for Indige-
RO le here on Satur-
day.

Deliberating on the issues
that confront the tribals in
Tamil Nado, the activists
pointed out that tribal hab-
itations had been split and
adjoined with other areas
thus denying them to forge a
comman platform.

The Stale should redraw
the boundaries of tribal wil-
lages and pockets where the
tribals are living so that they
could be earmarked under

the Fifth Schedule.
The Dechnation staled
that the Forest Act talks

about the rights of tribals on
lands ooty in the areas falling
under the jurisdiction of the
gram sabhas, since many adi-
vasis are Living in Town Pan-
chayats and Municpal Emits,
their rights oo lxnds should
also be safeguarded. Till the
provistons of the Forest Act
were implemented, no tribal
or hill dweller should be evic-
{ ted, it urged. The other de-
| mands incleded the access to

smmall forest prodoce, free

lands under the Tamil Nadu

Chiel Minister's Programme,
| banning the mining in forest

‘RETURN OUR LAMDS': Tribals in Tomil Nedu taking

out a roily in Salem on Saturday |
= PHOTO: E. LAKSHMI NARAYANAN §

areas, cancellation of lease of
government lands, adequate
teachers in residential and
other schools (n tribal pock-
els, commurpity certificates,
feld immunisation of chil-
dren and cancellation of buy-
i lands by
non-tribals. The team behind
the release of Salem Declara-
tion include State Convenor,
Tribal Associations for Fifth
Schedule Campaign A Ren-

anathan: Organiser,
Tamil Nsdu Environmental
Councl L. Anthonysar
ganiser, National Adnasi An-
dolan, V. S Rai David and
Jacob Belly and Richard from

tribals

State

Corperstone, Chennai. They
2]l spoke on the socio and cal-
tural issues and the rights of |
tribal people. District Council
Chairman X Shanmugam in-
augurated the coavention. |
Earlier tribals and activists
took ot a procession and [at-
er organised a Pusk-to-
Dawn’ Adivasi Festival too.
Trikal groups and delegates
from Salem, Vilupuram, Ka-
nyvakumari, Coimbatore, Ud-
hamandalm, Trichy. |
Dindigul, Theni. Kolli Hills, |

Dharmapert, Krishnagin, Ti- |

ruvanpamahi  and  Vellore |
participated in the day-long
events
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